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Issues to cover

Reading the documents and interpreting 
the claims

Understanding China’s reaction to the 
South China Sea Arbitration





Territorial claimed based on territory acquisition of customary 
international law (sovereignty over Nanhai Zhudao, consisting of 
Dongsha Qundao, Xisha Qundao, Zhongsha Qundao and Nansha
Qundao)

Maritime claims based on UNCLOS (internal waters, territorial 
sea and contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone and continental 
shelf, based on Nanhai Zhudao)

Other rights based on customary international law (historic rights 
in the South China Sea)

Unchanged: the claims

Changed: the approach



Understanding China’s reaction to the 
South China Sea Arbitration



Official documents

1. Position Paper of the Government of the People’s Republic of China on the Matter of Jurisdiction in the South China Sea 
Arbitration Initiated by the Republic of the Philippines (2014-12-07)

2. Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China on the Award on Jurisdiction and 
Admissibility of the South China Sea Arbitration by the Arbitral Tribunal Established at the Request of the Public of the 
Philippines (2015-10-30)

3. Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China on the Award of 12 July 2016 of the 
Arbitral Tribunal in the South China Sea Arbitration Established at the Request of the Public of the Philippines (2016-06-
08)

4.  Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China on Settling Disputes Between China and 
the Philippines in the South China Sea Through Bilateral Negotiations (2016-06-08)

5. Statement of the Government of the People’s Republic of China on China’s Territorial Sovereignty and Maritime Rights 
and Interests in the South China Sea (2017-07-12)

6. Statement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China on the Award of 12 July 2016 of the 
Arbitral Tribunal in the South China Sea Arbitration Established at the Request of the Public of the Philippines (2016-07-
12)

7. The State Council Information of People’s Republic of China: China Adheres to the Position of Settling Through 
Negotiation the Relevant Disputes Between China and the Phi,Philippines in the South China Sea (2016-07)











Thank you


